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A. Programs 
• Adoption Family Tree Display 
• Heart Galleries 
• Open Courthouse to Educate the Public 
• Volunteer or Mentor Attorney Program 
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Adoption Family Tree Display 
 

What is it? 
 
An Adoption Family Tree is a large artistic display of all the children being adopted that day, 
week, or year, depending on the size of the court and the number of adoptions that take place. 
Typically, the newly adopted children contribute their name to the tree on Court Adoption and 
Permanency Day as part of a local celebration, and then it is left up for several weeks or a month 
after that. It may be a smaller-scale project made with construction paper or a more elaborate one 
with other materials. Local merchants or staff may be willing to donate materials, or small funds 
may be available in the local budget. Participants may include volunteers, court officials, 
community members, and of course the children being adopted. 
 

Why do this? 
 
The tree is a fun and beautiful representation of how the foster children joining their new 
families are a part of something larger—the need for all children to have the love and 
commitment found in a permanent home.  
 

What goal does this program address? 
 
The display may have additional materials next to it with information to help educate the 
community about adoption and to raise awareness about the need for more foster parents and 
adoptive parents. 
 
During the adoption proceedings, the presiding judge or a judge can explain the history of the 
tree and what each item represents. In addition to placing their leaf or other item on the tree, each 
adopted child may also be given a copy with their name on it to take home with them. 
 

How can you start this program in your county? 
 
Tulare County received the idea for a tree with children’s names on the branches from another 
court that had done a small, temporary display with paper. Tulare County took that idea and had 
one of its older children being adopted that year make the pattern for the tree trunk and the 
greenery. Staff liked the idea so much they decided on a more permanent tree made of felt. The 
cost of the materials is about $50 per year. The court has paid some of the cost, and two of the 
clerks have donated some of the materials.  
 
In 2002, the first names were placed on child handprints that make up the leaves of the tree as 
part of their Adoption Saturday Celebration. In 2003 they added apples that contained the names 
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of children for that year’s event, and in 2004 they added butterflies. In 2005 they added 
ladybugs. They say, “Our Family Tree is growing beautifully each year and the surrounding 
nature abounds. The tree is proudly displayed in our Jury Assembly Room for the month of 
November. During the event each family is escorted by their assigned court volunteer to the 
courtroom for their adoption proceeding and the finalization of the legal document processing.” 
A copy of the tree from 2004 was on the front cover of this technical assistance package. 
 

Contacts: 
 
Tulare County: Michelle Hineman, Court Manager, Superior Court of California, County of 
Tulare, 559-733-6561, ext. 191 
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Heart Gallery 
Photographic Display of Children Available for Adoption 
 

What is it? 
 
A Heart Gallery is a photographic display in a public place of children in foster care who are 
waiting for permanent adoptive homes. It is a moving tribute to the need for more families for 
these children. The preparations for this display often involve the courts, county adoption 
agency/department of social services, local foundations, other adoption or foster care-related 
organizations, and professional photographers.  
 

Why do this? 
 
A moving public display of the children’s pictures heightens awareness of the need for adoptive 
homes throughout a large area. It also helps to bring positive attention to the adoption process 
and to encourage those who are thinking about adopting to start the process. It demonstrates the 
need for children of all ages to find permanent, adoptive homes. 
 

What goal does this program address? 
 
This program is mainly aimed at public outreach and exposure for individual children by placing 
a face on an individual child who needs the love of a family. However, as a direct result, families 
may also be recruited for any of the children waiting for permanent homes. The photographs 
personalize the selection process for parents in a way that a description alone never could. 
 

How can you start this program in your county? 
 
Before the children’s pictures may be taken, an agreement must be reached, containing specific 
rules for all those involved, to alleviate any privacy or other concerns. Set up the Heart Gallery 
display in local places that receive lots of visitors. Government buildings, libraries, shopping 
malls, art galleries, or many other options may be available. Try to make it also available on 
weekends or during evening hours. Inform your local media of the dates, location (or if the 
display will be shown in multiple locations), times, scheduled events such as a grand opening or 
a closing ceremony for the display, and why it is important.  
 
New Heart Galleries in California are added every year. Currently, San Diego, Los Angeles, 
Orange, Sacramento, and a coalition of several counties in the Bay Area have Heart Galleries. 
Many of these programs emphasize the need to recruit suitable foster parents and the critical 
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importance of establishing permanent lifelong connections for older youth when adoption is not 
an option.  
 
The programs may entail a “gallery” of photos on their Web site, as well as the traditional public 
display of photographs at varying times of the year. Descriptions and handouts are included in 
the resources division of this section. 
 

Contacts: 
 
Bay Area Heart Gallery Web site: www.bayareaheartgallery.com/ 
 
Los Angeles Heart Gallery Web Site: www.annabellaimagery.com/HeartGallery/ 
HEARTGALLERYMAIN.htm 
 
Orange County Heart Gallery Web site: www.heartgalleryoc.org/ 
 
Sacramento County Heart Gallery Web site: www.sacheartgallery.org 
 
San Diego County Heart Gallery Web site: www.iadoptu.org/images/gallery_pics/index.html 
 
Shasta County Heart Gallery Web site: www.co.shasta.ca.us/Departments/SocialServices/ 
CFS/heartgallery.htm 
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Open Courthouse to Educate the Public 
 

What is it? 
 
An Open Courthouse is a day or set of days when the court opens its doors to the general public 
for an event similar to a school’s “open house.” This program includes judges, attorneys, social 
workers, CASAs, clerks, and all others involved in the adoption process. 
 
Two new types of “Open Courthouses” have arrived with the use of the latest technology. 
Several courts around the country and here in California open their doors to the public in 
innovative new ways—24 hours a day—on the Internet. Virtual courthouse tours and “Day in the 
Life of the Courts” allow the public to see inside the courthouse and view some of the things that 
typically happen there every day. Although virtual tours and the photographs showing a day in 
the life typically do not address adoption in particular, they do allow the public to become more 
familiar with the people and building prior to the day they may need to attend a hearing.  
 

Why do this? 
 
Having an educational day in court for the public helps raise public awareness and educate the 
local community on how the adoption process works and what is necessary to make the system 
operate efficiently. These sorts of programs may also help in finding potential adoptive parents 
by exposing them to the system and the children within the system. Internet-based programs such 
as virtual courthouses and Day in the Life photographs can also help outreach to the public 
through providing similar information about the adoption process, and can be a good starting 
point for providing contacts within the courts.   
 

What goal does this program address? 
 
These programs are mainly aimed at public education; however, as a direct result of this effort, 
community members will be encouraged to donate their time and energy to the system. Such 
donations could take the form of hands-on help or of lobbying local representatives to ensure that 
adoptions are a priority of local government. 
 

How can you start this program in your county? 
 
Set up the Open Courthouse program on weekends or during evening hours if necessary. Have 
attorneys, judges, social workers, or clerks give tours of the courthouse while answering 
questions, explaining the system, and pointing out its strengths and weaknesses. Each county can 
customize its tour to highlight its own strengths while stressing where it needs help from the 
public. Alert local media of the dates, times, scheduled events, and why it is important. 
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You can also work with technology or information services staff in your court to encourage more 
content and information on the court Web site about adoption and permanency issues during 
Court Adoption and Permanency month. It is also a good idea to have specific contact 
information and e-mail addresses for the juvenile department or more specific areas relating to 
adoption and permanency in larger courts.  
 

Contacts: 
 
The main Web site for California’s courts is: www.courtinfo.ca.gov/. Web sites for each of 
California’s superior courts often already provide contact information through which you may 
find out more about adoption and permanency issues in you court and community . The Web site 
for California superior courts is: www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courts/trial/. 
 

Virtual Tours of California Courts: 
 
Superior Court of California, County of Contra Costa: 
www.cc-courthelp.org/tours/index.php 
 
Superior Court of California, County of Plumas: 
www.plumascourt.ca.gov/court_history.aspx 
 
Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento: 
www.saccourt.com/geninfo/public_educ/Virtual_Courthouse/virtCourtHome.asp 
 

Day in the Life of the Courts: 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courts/ 
 
Courts Included: 
• Superior Court of Alameda  
• Superior Court of Butte  
• Superior Court of El Dorado County  
• Superior Court of Fresno County  
• Superior Court of Orange County 
• Superior Court of Riverside County 
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Volunteer or Mentor Attorney Program 
 

What is it? 
 
There are several different ways to encourage more interest in current or prospective attorneys 
working on adoption and permanency issues. One way is to solicit private adoption attorneys 
(either through the local bar or through the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys and 
California Adoption Attorneys) to mentor other attorneys and teach them to handle simple 
adoptions.  
 
Another option is organizing a mentor program through the local bar associations for new or 
pending bar results attorneys, or for students in local law schools with a family law curriculum. 
The students or new attorneys could participate in workshops for prospective adoptive parents 
and help with the final documents for the final hearings. 
 
 

Why do this? 
 
This will encourage more current or prospective attorneys to work in the adoption and 
permanency field and provides networking opportunities for participants to share their hard 
work, concerns, and ideas with others in their field. Attorneys also could earn their mandatory 
pro bono hours through the program. 
 
 

What goal does this program address?  
 
Mentoring is a wonderful way to reach those attorneys already interested in adoption or to recruit 
prospective ones. It can serve as a means to raise new solutions to difficult issues through 
collaboration around this important issue.  
 
 

How can you start this program in your county? 
 
Contact your local bar association, or the other organizations listed below, and ask about 
mentoring programs they may already have. Work with adoption attorneys you may know to 
recruit mentors as well. Also contact any local law schools and ask for their internship or 
volunteer coordinator to let them know of the opportunity. 
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Contacts: 
 
Local Bar Organizations: American Bar Association, Division of Bar Services, State and Local 
Bar Association Directory for California Web site: www.abanet.org/barserv/map/ca.html 
 
American Academy of Adoption Attorneys: 202-832-2222  
 Web site: www.adoptionattorneys.org/ 
 
California Adoption Attorneys: Academy of California Adoption Lawyers and the Academy of 
California Family Formation Lawyers: 818-501-8355 
 Web site: http://acal.org/   
    (Many other Web sites also list attorneys specializing in adoption in California.) 
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B. Resources 
 Adoption Family Tree Display (Sample Cover 

from 2005 Court Adoption and Permanency 
Guide)  

 The Adoption Pathway: Questions and Answers 
(Kinship Center Brochure)    

 Heart Galleries: 
o Bay Area     
o Orange County     
o Sacramento County     
o San Diego County Fact Sheet and 

Agreement  
o Shasta County  
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What is The Bay Area Heart Gallery? 
 It is a professional “traveling” photography exhibit featuring children and youth in foster care who are in need 

of an adoptive home or a permanent lifelong connection to a committed adult.  
 We are a partnership of 22 public and private agencies serving children and youth in foster care throughout 

the Bay Area. 
 Alameda County Social Services Agency is the lead Agency for this project. 
 Co-Chairs: Robin Fryday, Professional Photographer and Fredi Juni, Alameda County Social Services 

Agency 
 The two Co-chairs envisioned, founded and organized the BAGH. They provide ongoing coordination and 

leadership to the project.  
 We are working together with community volunteers that include professional photographers, businesses 

and artists. 
 It is a stunning exhibit of over 50 photographs of children, youth and families accompanied by their 

compelling stories. 
 Over 50 professional photographers have donated their talents and time to put a real face on the children 

and youth living in foster care in the Bay Area. 
 New photographs of children and youth will be added throughout the year. 

 

 
The Bay Area Heart Gallery is Unique 

 There have been over 80 Heart Galleries across the country primarily focusing on children in foster care in 
need of adoption. The Bay Area Heart Gallery is focuses not only on adoption but also recruits foster 
parents and permanent lifelong connections for older youth when adoption is not an option.  

 The exhibit includes portraits of diverse families from across the Bay Area, seeking to inspire all different 
types of community members to come forward and get involved with children and youth in foster care.  

 Resource information is available at the exhibits to educate the community about the needs of children and 
youth living in foster care about and how to get involved with foster youth when foster care or adoption is not 
an option (as advocate, friend, mentor, extended family, in arts projects, etc.) 

 
Goals of the Bay Area Heart Gallery 

 To raise community awareness about the needs of children and youth in foster care 
 To recruit adoptive parents, foster parents and committed adults to build lifelong relationships and families. 

 
Calendar/Contact 

 In San Francisco –from June 5-June 30 at One Market, at 1 Market St. in  downtown San Francisco 
 The Exhibit will travel across eight bay area counties throughout the year (Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, 

Monterey, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara and Sonoma.) 
 Please check our website for calendar of ongoing venues throughout the year 

www.bayareaheartgallery.com 
 Contact us at 1-888-HRT-GLRY 

 
Foster Care Data 

 Over 10,000 in foster care in the Bay Area 
 Over 83,000 in foster care in CA 
 Over 500,000 in foster care across the country 
 54% reunified with families 
 More children of color in foster care than general US population 
 Nearly half of the children in foster care are over 10; the average is 10.2 years old 
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 2
Frequently Asked Questions about The Bay Area Heart Gallery 
 
Why a Heart Gallery 

 A picture does say a thousand words.   Heart Galleries gives a human face to what too often are just foster 
care statistics.  The Heart Gallery is an opportunity to take foster children out of the shadows, from invisibility 
into a presentation of what they truly are -- alive and vibrant human beings who need families, as we all do. 

 It is a hugely successful child specific recruitment strategy. Over 300 children have been adopted in just six 
heart galleries across the country. 

 The average person in our communities knows little to nothing about children and youth that live in foster 
care. 

 In California 4000 youth “age out” annually – most without a lifelong connection 
• 25-44% have experienced homelessness 
• Only 54% have earned their H.S. diploma 
• 62% were not able to support themselves 
• 38% were coping with serious emotion problems 

 Many of these youth age out feeling alone and insolated and suffer from anxiety and depression. As such, 
they are primed for situations such as alcohol and drug abuse, homelessness and incarceration. 

 People are inspired by the pictures to consider becoming foster or adoptive parent. 
 The Heart Gallery plants a seed. 

  
How did you get Photographers involved? 

 Primarily through word of mouth, many local photographers have come forward.  
 Robin Fryday, a Professional Photographer and one of Project Co-Chairs, reached out to photographers 

across the region. 
 Some photographers have contacted us and come from across the country, including a few who have 

volunteered for other Heart Galleries.  
 
Who is featured in the Gallery? 

 Children and youth waiting for adoption or older youth who want a permanent relationship with a committed 
adult.  

 Children of all ages, including older youth and sibling groups that have waited longest for an adoptive family. 
 

How are children and youth selected? 
 Social Workers from 8 Bay Area Counties refer children and youth that are in need of child specific 

recruitment and older children and youth who are open to this method of public recruitment for adoption and 
permanent connections. 

 
Why adopt an older child? 

 Most youth who age out of the system say they wish they had been adopted 
 Many children and youth have an incredible resiliency and do well 
 Studies have shown that if a child has 1 committed and loving adult in their lives, this can make the all the 

difference 
 
What help is needed? 

 Financial Sponsorship of our Heart Gallery (Funds/Sponsorship, in-kind donations to support exhibit, 
including film, photo printing, frames, displays, food/drink for receptions, database management, printing of 
brochures, flyers, posters, other resource materials).  

 Venues 
 Volunteers with skills in graphic design, photography, marketing, fundraising, child welfare services, etc. 
 Visit our Website for more information www.bayareaheartgallery.com 
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The Heart Gallery of Orange County is a unique and stirring 
photographic exhibit of legally adoptable children and sibling 
groups in state custody who dream of having a "forever family". 
Award-winning photographers donate their time to capture the 
special spirit of each child. Since its inception in Santa Fe in 2001, 
The Heart Gallery message has spread to other states, where it has 
been successful in putting a face on adoption and finding homes for 
many waiting children. It has been featured on CBS, NPR and in 
CameraArts magazine, Women's World, Parade, and the New York 
Times. Following its opening, each Heart Gallery exhibit tours the 
state to bring awareness about the need for adoptive families to all 
corners of the country. 
 
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Orange County is to inspire 
Southern Californians who otherwise might never see themselves as 
potential adoptive and foster parents. 
 
The Heart Gallery of Orange County seeks qualified and willing 
people willing to become adoptive and foster families to children 
whose families cannot or will not care for them. 
 

or more information email us at: F oc4kids@ssa.ocgov.com   
  

 

Copyright © 2005 Orange County Heart Gallery • Site Design by  
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Sacramento Heart Gallery Board 
*Rosemary Papa 
Beverly Austin 
Hunter Austin 
Joel Ayres 
Marco Martinez 
Rebecca Radding 
Leah Santos 

SCASA: Sacramento Court Appointed 
Special Advocates 
*Heather C. Corfee, Executive Director

Sacramento County Department of 
Health and Human Services: Child 
Protective Services Division 
*Mary Tarro, Program Manager 
Stephanie Lynch, Program Manager 
Helen Barber, Adoption Program 
Specialist 
Terry Kessler, Adoption Supervisor 
Laurie Slothower, Public Information 
Officer 
Theresa Thurmond, Program Manager

Sierra Adoption Services 
*Kim Rhinehelder, Development Officer 
Jennifer Highley, Adoption Supervisor

Lilliput Children’s Services 
*Karen Seeback, Social Worker

Photographers 
*Marco Martinez 
Brandon Abell 
Blue Flame Design 
(Kyle Shorts) 
(Jessica Papa-Shorts) 
Jayson Carpenter 
Alan Fishleder 
Stacey Kennedy 
Laura Niznik 
Kathleen Noonan 
Rosemary Papa 
Sam Parsons 
Mary Reddick 
Catalina Rivas 
Delmar Tompkins 
Nichole Jackson-Young  
*Key Contact Persons 

Facts about the Heart Gallery of Sacramento: 

The Sacramento Heart Gallery features children ages six to fifteen, sibling sets and those with 
special needs to help them get adopted. The Sacramento exhibit will be shown from October 19 
through November 17, 2006 at the Library Gallery of CSU-Sacramento, with a grand opening and 
public invitation taking place Saturday, October 28, 2006. The Heart Gallery of Sacramento is a 
collaboration between volunteers from Sacramento State University, Sacramento County Child 
Protective Services, the California Department of Social Services, Sierra Adoption Services, 
Lilliput Children’s Services, and Court Appointed Special Advocates of Sacramento and friends. 

Photographs will highlight children in the “CapKIDS Are Waiting” program, a collaboration between 
Sacramento County and Sierra Adoption Services to find homes for foster children with disabilities, 
and “Destination: Family,” a collaboration between Sacramento and Nevada counties and Sierra 
Adoption Services. 

Funding for the Heart Gallery of Sacramento comes entirely from private donors. We are affiliated 
with SCASA-Sacramento Court Appointed Special Advocates. 

Adoption: 

Children available to be adopted in Sacramento County are those who have been abused or 
neglected or had parents who were unable to care for them. 

To adopt a child in Sacramento County, you must first be a licensed foster parent. 

About 8,000 children are adopted in California every year. 

About 400 children are adopted in Sacramento County every year. 

How many children need adoptive homes? About 700 children are in the Sacramento County 
Adoption program, although homes have been found for many of them. Another 1,100 children in 
long-term foster care will need adoptive or guardianship 
homes. 

There are negligible adoption costs. 

Note: The first Heart Gallery opened in Santa Fe., N.M. in 2001. Diane Granito, an adoptions 
recruiter for the New Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department, organized a group of 
amateur and professional photographers to take pictures of children needing adoptive homes. 
Granito wanted photos that stood from the normal photos shown to prospective parents, capturing 
each child’s unique spirit and personality. About 15 cities in a dozen states will have Heart Gallery 
exhibits this 
year. 

For More Information:  Please contact us at info @ sacheartgallery.org 
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CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES (CFS) 

SERVICES 

Department of Social Services 
Home Page  
 
Children's Services 
 
LINCS  
 
Adoptions Services  
Adult Probation Supervision 
Services 
 
Alcohol and Drug Services 
 
Court Intervention Services 
 
Emergency Response Services 
 
Family Maintenance Services 
 
Family Reunification Services 
 
Foster Care Licensing Services 
 
Foster Care Public Health Nurse 
Services 
 
Foster Youth Education Services 
 
Independent Living Skills 
Services 
 
Juvenile Probation Services 
 
Local Interagency Family 
Treatment Team Services 
 
Mental Health Services 
 
Permanent Placement Services 
 
Voluntary Services 
 

The Heart Gallery of Shasta County 

The Heart Gallery is here in Shasta County! 
Our opening date was Nov. 3, 2005, at Turtle 
Bay Museum. The mission of the Heart Gallery 
is to inspire people who otherwise might never 
see themselves as potential adoptive and foster 
parents.  
 
We have decided to expand our Gallery to not 
only recruit adoptive families for our children 
but also to recruit foster families for those 
children who do not want to be adopted but 
need a family to commit to them and help 
transition them to independence and hopefully 
be a resource for them after they "age out." The 
Gallery seeks qualified people willing to 
become adoptive and foster families to 
children whose families cannot or will not care 
for them. The goals of the Gallery are: 

1. To expose these waiting children to a great 
number of the general public, in anticipation of 
locating their adoptive family (or long-term 
foster family).  

2. To provide the public with a greater 
understanding of Shasta County's adoptive and 
foster care needs.  

3. To provide an attractive brochure that will 
have all the contact information necessary to 
begin the foster care - adoptive process. 

For those of you who haven't heard about the 
Heart Gallery: 
 
Photographers donate their time to take 
photographs of our children that capture their 
personality. These photographs are then 
displayed in various settings. We have also 
chosen to have pictures of a variety of types of 
families who have adopted. 
 
The idea for the Heart Gallery project started 
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Domestic Violence Prevention 
Services  
 
Any questions or comments on 
this area of the web site please 
contact the Web Coordinator @ 
Web Coordinator 
 
Page Last Updated on Friday, 
March 24, 2006 2:00 PM  
 
Department of Social Services 
Home Page  

as a means to raise awareness about adoption 
and find homes for older children and sibling 
groups in protective custody with the New 
Mexico Children, Youth & Families 
Department (CYFD). Former recruitment 
supervisor Ellie Ortiz thought beautiful 
portraits of the children would place a much 
needed positive focus on Special Needs 
Adoption. The project was implemented by 
CYFD recruiter Diane Granito when she was 
hired as a grassroots recruiter for Santa Fe and 
eight other New Mexico counties. Since funds 
were limited, it was necessary to obtain 
donations of many of the necessary goods and 
services. As a first time project, organizing and 
implementing the exhibit was a hands-on 
learning experience. Diane's first step, after 
naming the project, was to approach the 
Gerald Peters Gallery, where Lisa Bronowicz 
gave Diane an enthusiastic "yes" to hosting the 
event. The energy and generosity of the 
community (photographers, framers, media, 
etc.) created an impetus which resulted in an 
opening in March 2001 with over 1,000 people 
attending.  
 
Subsequent Heart Galleries have opened 
across the country. It has proven to be an 
extremely effective recruitment tool and a 
great many children have found families 
through it. 
 
Thanks for taking the time to read this, and for 
considering the permanency needs of our 
children. 

See the current children in our Heart 
Gallery here in Shasta County!

Parade magazine article about Heart Gallery 
projects across the country

Children Services HomePage        Top of Page 
        LINCS HomePage  
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